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CHARACTER 
oF THE © 
LIFE and ADMINISTRATION 


of the late Rt 1 the 


| Earl of. OxForD. 


— Think i it is univerſally 
8 allow'd, that nothing 


can add a greater 
Weight to any Affliction inci- 
dental to Humanity, than to 


7 „„ reflect, 
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reflect, that one has formerly 


been in a Situation, which ſeem'd 
to promiſe an abſolute Impoſlibi- 


lity of being ever ſubject to ſueh 


an Evil, 


The Recollection of 
any paſt Enjoyment is always an 


Aggravation of the Pain we en- 


dure at preſent. And as the 


conſtarit Viciſſitude of human 


Affairs leaves the moſt flouriſh. 
ing Fortune in perpetual Dread 
of its Reverſe, a Reverſe more 
dreadful from themore promiſing 
Aſpect f its preſent ppearance! 


it 
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Man compleatly happy (howe- 
ver he may now be diſtinguifh'd 
by Succeſs and Honour) before 
the Concluſion of his Life, the 
final Period of his Exiſtence 


* 


An unlucky Cloud may over- 


fatal Cataſtrophe may overtake 
a Man in his laſt Scene of Life! 
We need not raiſe up the Pom. 


peys and the Cæſars from the 
Dead, nor diſturb the Aſſfies of 
Men 
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Men leſs ancient, but as well 


known 'as they, to evince this 
Truth. The experienced Au- 
thor of that inſtructive Satire, 
from whence I took the Sen tence 
which ſtands in the Title of this 
Paper, has ſupply'd us with ſome 
memorable Inſtances which pre- 


ceded his Time. We ourſelves 


ean remember many, and recol- 


lect more, which come nearer to 


our own Days. I ſhall name, 


and only name, a Be/izarius and 


a Bacon; I may add a Raleigh 
and 


x8 
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(7) 
and a Buckingham': Characters 
indeed extremely different, but 


all conſpiring to confirm the 
Truth of that Aſſertion. 

If that unfortunate Prince, 
whoſe protracted Troubles and 
unprecedented Death fill up the 
blackeſt Page in Engliſßh Story, 
had ended his Reign before the 
Opening of that melancholy 
Scene, ſucceeding Generations 
might have called him bleſſed. 

And if the Life of a Princeſs, 
who inherited from him (let the 
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fall on any Head 
„ whoſe Sovereignty and 
whoſe Sex ſhould ſecure her 
from Inſult) had not been pro- 
'd- beyond her Wars, ſhe 
had left behind her an unble- 
miſh'd Name; and the brighteſt 
Reign, for the Term of its Du- 
ration, that had ever been re- 
corded in Britiſh Annals 

In ſhort, one need but caſt 
a curſory. Eye over the public 


and private Revolutions of the 


World 5 to ſee the rapid Muta- 
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Ibility of Fortune; how it is 
Yourpernally ſhifting the Scene in 


every Circumſtance and Degree 
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To ſee, the entire Enjoyment 
of Health overcome by Sickneſs 
and Infirmity ; the moſt exalted. 


"Underſtanding clouded with Di- 
ſtraction, or loſt in Dotage; 
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Perſons who have been ſitting in 


Ignominy; ſome pleading their 


Cauſe as Criminals, before that 


B very 
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very Bench where they once ſat 7 


as Judges; Conquerors caſt 


down into Captivity, and Princes 


»hurl'd headlong from their b 
Thrones into Prifons, or into $ 
Exile ! 

In all theſe Caſes, the Mi- 
ſery that is ſuffer d is made leſs * 


tolerable, by an unavoidable v 


Compariſon with the more plea- * 
ſling Circumſtances which pre- 


ceded it; ſo that a Man can 


never be denominated truly hap- 
py till he has perſever'd in one 


conſtant * 


: (11 

F conſtant Tenor of Action and 
r Succeſs through the Whole of 
j Life : But few are the Charac- 
1 ters that are chequer'd with no 
J Shade ! Few are the Lives that 


5 have preſerv'd one Colour from 
4 their Commencement to their 
15 Concluſion. 
: That Great Perſon who has 
now wound up his laſt Thread 
of Life, who haſt juft finiſh'd 


4 his Courſe, and compleated his 


: p "y 


Race of Glory, was one of thoſe 
+ happy Few, whoſe ſetting Rays 


B 2 were , 


612) Y 
were, at leaſt, as glorious as thoſe 
of his firſt Appearance. 

That favourite Son of Nature 


and of Fortune ! endow'd with 


every internal Diſpoſition, and 
bleſs'd with every outward Cir- 
cumſtance, which were capable 


of promoting his own Happt- 
neſs, or the common Good. 
It is beyond the Deſign of 
"theſe ſhort Reflections (which 
were not intended as a Monu- 3 
ment to his Honour, but as a 
pleaſing Speculation to myſelf ) F 
to 
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His public Tranſactions will 


: hereafter be recorded with Aſto- 
1 niſhment, and read with Rap- 


L ture. And thoſe who have had 


5 
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the Happineſs of a nearer View 
b into his Retirement, will recol- 
F lect, with a melancholy Plea- 
4 ſure, the eaſy Entertainment of 
F his moſt private Hours. 


1 ſhall confine myſelf to that 


one general Obſervation which 


firſt 


LEES 
| firſt led me into this Train of 
Thought: That taking in the 
Whole of his Exiſtence here at 
one View, and conſidering this 
Point of Time as the Termina- 
tion of it, he ſeems to have been 
as compleatly bleſs'd as Huma- 
nity is capable of being on Earth: 
That whatever Loſs the Public, 
or his - own private Friends may 
ſuſtain: by the Death of one ſo 
valuable to both, yet every Man 
who truly lov'd him may con- 

ſole himſelf with this Confidera- 


tion, 


(is) 


tion, That how: unfortunate ſo- 


ever his Death may be to others, 
it muſt be allowed to have been 
moſt 'glorious to himſelf ; glo- 
rious to an uncommon Degree, 
to ſee ſuch a Life preſerve its 
Tenor to the End: No Vari- 
ation of Principle; no Diminu- 
tion of Honour; not the leaſt 
obſervable Inequality of Tem- 
per. as 3758] 
His Life was of a Piece! a 
Conſiſtency and Uniformity of 
Conduct and Succeſs ran from 
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Pattern of ſucceſsful Reſolution 
to a moſt fluctuating and irre- 
ſolute Age. 

His great political Principle 
was Love of Liberty. His firſt 
Struggle was for Liberty, and 


be ſtruggled with Succeſs. Nor 


did his Patriotiſm ſink in his 
Place, the common Burying- 
Place of modern Patriots. He 
continued to ma intain thoſe very 
Principles in the Service of two 


4 ſucceſ- 


one End of it to the other, as if 
Heaven had intended him for a 
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r 
ſucoeſſive Kings, which he had 
begun to defend in Oppoſition 
to two deſigning Stateſmen, to 
the eternal Honour of his Royal 
Maſter's Reign, and of his faith= 
ful Miniſtry: It muſt be own- 
ea, that the People of Englanit 
have at no Time enjoyed a ful. 
ler Scope of every Liberty, even 
to the Border of its bad EX. 
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7 - His Succeſs too was as inva- 
riable as his Principles. He 
| ſtood for twenty Years toge- 


ther (an Inſtance unparallell'd 
in any Hiſtory) the moſt for- 
midable Oppoſition that was 


ever known. In ſucceſſive re- 


peated Skirmiſnes and Engage- 
ments, he triumph'd without 
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Mi feated without Dejection. That 
which was confider'd as his 
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Inſolence, and was at laſt de. 
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1 Overthrow, was, in Fact, the ; 
univerſal Eſtabliſhment of his | 
Fame, and the entire Confuſion i 
of his perſonal Antagoniſts. ei 


will not rake up a dying Fire, 


INT nor 


1 


(6³ 


nor think of heightening that 
Character by Compariſon, which 


needs no Foil to ſhew it to Ad- 


vantage. The Reſult of a Com. 


mittee appointed to inſpect his 


ment to his Perſon after his Re- 
cels from publick Bufineſs, and 
eve to his Death-bed „are ſu 2 
amazing Inſtances of continued 
Honour as no paſt Age has ſeen, 
_ as the future will farce 1 
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o crown all, that 
mity, that undiſturbed 
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18 publick Care, and ſweeten die- 


i private Joy, Was in him 
| uninterrupted to the laſt; It was 


| the beſt Medicine in his Sic 
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(a) 

he feem/d ta:mect-it|-A8:he; wan 

uſed, to; meet thoſe who! threar 

ten to purſue him toit, wih 

an artleſs Smile: * hat Serenity 

that Intrepidity of Soul (which is 
the Effect and Ornament of 
| Integrity) yas the Qongluſion of 
his preſent Happineſs, and a plea- 


„ 


ſing Prelude to Futurity. 

b What more can be wiſh'd for 
by Man, or beſtow by Hea- 
F ven? What can thoſe who ſuc- 
ceed him in his Honours, or e- 

| | mulate his Conduct, viſh more 
7 for 
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